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sinceHunicane Katina,.trYA has purchased l44,0oo havel hailers in connection withhunicanes Karina and.Rita. -c-urre"ú;ih; are 95,000 travel ùailers occupied in the Gulfcoast: 79,000 in Louisiana; 13,000 in ü-i..ir.ippi and 3,000;; T";as. The following outlines thcstatus of the issues raised in the MSNBC.com ãrticle, ...,ir" fpf*tÃ hailers .toxic 
tín cans,?,, ar¡dthe action FEMA Ís takíng to address tù:

Medl¡ Erpæurc
Articles about formald".hl{1g¿ the gcreral habitabitity ofFEMA-provided bavel hailers firststarted to app€ar h *ryit 2.0!6, nossÏbiil*1i"" I"M;i 2-0õ, ,i" s¡"r." crub issued a Ìeportcalling atte'ntion to what it cla¡med t"olaäge,ous revärs" offormaldehyde in FEMA hailers, arelcaso that drovo interurittent m"¿i".ouo.ì" ín May anJr*".iouo*ing thc MSNEC.comstory that ran thc wcckend 

9f July ze, máìã'attent¡on in thi,rto;l* increased, rhough notdramaticallv' while FElvfA rt." i"t áii."tribriefed v" * ,r,it iJrt¡. - berieving it was ueingappropriuclyhandledåy reIllt prograníonir", tegai.ÃirJ'-¿ compraint resorutionProcess-FEMA's officc of Public eõ"¡oin.tuded ietevani;;.1* in thc DHs Dailywrap inlate June 2006 and acain on Juty 20. u/hii. rt"^n *u., or.oropi"iir, recorded by FElvfA thusfa¡ has beenr minirnat apr¡oryù"trï*lË29ff0 rrailers deployed in Louisiana), FEMA
lî$:Hi"î'JiiHr**:,;xirui*y;,yffi ä:iH*¡urestoexaminethesarety

*ll"y Tgken by FErftA, Epd and Hlrs/cl)c
with the increased mcdia attentión, rg¡rr¿ æt"¿ TA.pd -cDC 

approximatery three weeks agofor æsistance æ it rerates ro formardehvo, in g"""1rrailers uy *rrãl"ting testing of theformaldehyde levels in sarnple groups órr"".l trailers. rn, á- i, to identify activities tha¡occupants can undertske that wilr reduce the levels 
"f 

a";;rd;vä" ¡" their trairers.

The proccss involves th9 
leyetonment byEPA ofa restingplar¡ which has already been drafled.This plan will be evaruated bv * ;;id; li^v(conracþ.õuiã,ry, the drafr pran ca's fortesting formaldehyde tevets ¡n rz tt¡¡crs Ëi ,r.t of FEMÃ,s ,.uà *-ufact'rers, plus arandomly selected set of 12 rom in"eniã; il" had beer¡ p*.t *"a ofîof loe. of theiets or 12
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ravel frailers, six will servË_¡¡s a coutrol goup, with testing being conducted at thc beginning and
the end of the two week period

Testing will be done at i¡tervals oyer a two week period, witÌ¡ ambient air outside the bailers
also to bc tested- Thc t-est Pl- ytt idcntify a varióty of activities to reduce levels, such as
opc'lting thc windows for lS-minutes evcry moming, with testing to take place afrer eactr oruc
different adivít¡es" EFA will compilc theiesule and return thc ãata to EEMA. FE!,,#\ will thenprovide detailed recornmendations on how to lower formald*ryae tc"cts in tbc haile¡¡.

EPA bå8 dcvcloped 
1 +ft testing plan that it wilt havc waluated by an outsidc g¡oup, and willtest tt¡e air in tbc 96 tailen o.'er a two week period. The info¡mation will b;;.îidä,o r¡un.rlve anticipate that the ørtire proccss will be completed ¡o ,ppro*imately g weeks.

Status of Current Lltlgailon
' Basd on all c¡¡¡rently available information 

.thcre 
is a smalt poputation that may be particutarly

sensitive to formaldehyda FEMA bcliwes the¡e a¡e actions it 
"t "* be rakcn to mitigate the riskto this population that will be tested over the next tlvo months.

DoJ will soon file on FEMA's behalf à motión to dismiss FEMA from the class-action lawsuitfiled in Louisiana that namcs the Federal Government and trailer manufacturers as defendants,alleging that "the teurporary hgrying is unsafe and presents";Ë and present danger to the
!e.-att!and 

wel-l-being of plaintiffs 
"i¿ 

ttr"ir ramiliei.' po¡ *in r"rerr that the plaintiffs havefailedto comply with ttre-requirements ofthe Federal Tort claims ect in that ttrey have failed toexhaust their admiDistmtive recredies prior to 6ling suit. s¡nce ortraustion is a prerequisite to thecourt'sjruÍsdÍction, DOJ's motion witi almost certaìnly be granted, which wiil take FEMA out ofthe litigation during that time while the administrativ. t"-"îi"r L processed. It is likety thatFEMA will be b¡oueht !ac\ into the litigation once this is complete, which could bc anywhcrc. &om Gl2 o¡more months from now.

ltin$' atternpt to establish this matter as a class action is unlikely to succecd. Thc FederalTort claim¡ Act sÍmply docs aot allow for the crcation or" 
"lr"r.it requires each any weryclaimant to directly participate in thc litigation and asscrt spepifi; harm and damages.

Thc individual ptaintiffs named ín the laws¡it have not, so far, ctaimed any specific harm ordamage' The one administrative claim that has been suùmitti claimed damages of $2 billionwhicþ besides beiug excessive and based on speculatiorq i, norprop"r since it lacks thespccificity required for Federat Tort Claims.

FEMA's ovcrall lcvel of exposure'fordaslaees i¡Joy. Individual plaintiffs, in order to succeed,bçrthcburdcnofproof and must cst¡blisnþinc næn¡ an¿ a"rí"g". Based on the limitedinfonnation known so fâr, thís is likely be a very high tbreshord for thern to rneet.

ÌEMAtr Inrpectlon and euatity Controt procesg
FEMA serit four observers to the Gulf streanr plant in Indiana. Gulf streaur is by fr the largestproducer of havel traiters in connection wittr the 2005 hu¡¡icaries. FEMA staffchecked thequalþ of the u¡its that came offthe asscmbly line in incrcments of 50,000, ov€r a six monthp€riod.They did nor test for formaldehyde.
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FEìVÍA Response process for Comptalnts
ItElYfA in Louisiana has established ã tou-free number for reside,nts ro call with issues about theirt¡arel trailers. Reports are that there have very few calls about formaldehydc odors. However
yhen !!ere are complainfs,lcsÍdenq æ" prouia"a *¡th -otttrt tt"il-"r, primarily older railers a,sformaldehyde odors dimínish over time.

Currcatly, FEI{A is taking st+s to addrÊss ooncerns g{ r.y bc ascosiated ulith thcprescr¡cc offormaldehydc in travel bailcrgon thc Gr¡lf Coast- specifica[y, reue is working to idørtiSways to ¡educe formaldeþde lcvels in tavcl trail€rs tn"t rt ärc.Jy occupied,i'a id*ù-ry¡ngwaln to reducc levels of fomraldcbydc in tailcrstefore;*pl" ;;" into thcnr. some peoplcmav bc particutarrv sørsÍtivc to thc-chcmìcat, whnc 
"thå-ní;t 

;;t h;;;ñ;JåîiriLr*.
FElvfA has prepared a b¡octn¡¡c tl¡at iE curr€,îrtty in production a¡d wil bc distibuted to FEMAtrailcroccupants across the Gurf coa¡t a"¿ u¡sã*r,óre exptainingio* poron, who maybcsensitivc to foruraldchydg might be affocteðby itr prr*""-ani"iå-tif¡ng actions theycan takelo rcducc thcir cxposure to it in havct bailerq Thc 

-brochur, 
*¡u-ùi ¿¡rt ¡buted in the ncxt rwoweeks and identifies somc ste,pe which 

"*io"* the prcsenceãf formaldehydc including:incrcasing vsntilatioû 
lt"-+jnå¡ngoot t"rnp.rat*o 

ryo-I, and beiog "** of other activities,such as cigarcttc smoking insíde the tavel traiters 
"t 

btúgú;; ofircr itcÍrs that cor¡¡ainformaldehyde, which may increasc t¡e ovcnatt ;úi;iffi;ia-"îy¿" in a haiter.
###

FEMA-Waxman - 25


