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Ms, Catherine Engeibrecht

Founder and President

True the Vote

P.O. Box 27378

Houston, TX 77227

Dear Ms. Engelbrecht:

_ 1.am writing to request information about the manner in which True.the Vote and its.
affiliated organizations have been challenging the registration of thousands of legitimate voters
based on insufficient, inaccurate, and faulty evidence,
(__ ) ' According to your website; the mission of True the Vote is “to testore integrity to-the

Ameriomn systém of eleoting its leaders.”' One of your key initintives is o trajn volunteers to
challenge the registration of voters before elections, and to provide them with inforsmation and
data about voters you want to purge from the rolls.

Unfortunately, True the Vote, its volunteers, and its affiliated groups have a horrendous
record of filing inaccurate voter registration challenges, cansing legitimate voters—through ne
fault of their own—to receive letiers from local election officials nefifying them that their
registrations have beon challenged and requiriig them to take steps to reinedy false accusations
against thém. :

Multiple reviews by state and local government officials have-documented voter
registratio: challenges submitted by your volunteers based on fhsufficient evidence, outdated or
inacourate data, and faulty software and database capabilities. Across multiple states,
government officials of both pelitical parties have criticized your methods and work produet for
their lack of acouracy and reliability.

Your tactics have been so problematic that even Ohio Republican Secietary of State Jon
Husted has condemned them as potentially illegal, stating; '

', ( | * True the Viote, Mission Statement (online at wwwtruethevote.org/about/),
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‘When you cr;nwolf and there’s no wolf; you undeérmine ynurexedxbuity. and $oix have
usijustly inconvenienged a Tepally registered voter, and that car border on voter.
infimidation.®

Spine have suggested that your true goal is not voter integrity, but voter suppression
against thousands of legitiniate voters who teaditionally vote for Democratic candidates. Tn.
June, for example, you uppedred at o Conservative Politieal Action Conference in Chicagothat
wis Organized to take “the fight for the futare of Ametica directly to President Obama's
backyaid" and “energize and mobxhze Mzdwestcm conservatives, giving aetwists the tools
needed to defeat the liberal agenda n2012."* During your apperrance ot this confbrence, you
claimed that the Obama Administration is “determined to force a radical agends on us®; you
aepused the Administration of khmmng “nssault on our elections”s and when gsked »ﬂyon are
working to ptit a new “administeation in there,” you responded “Absolutely, ™

At some point, an effort to challenge. voter registrations by thie thousands veithout sty
legitimate hasis may be evidence of illegal vater suppression. 1f these efforts are intentional,
pnlmcauy-mntwamd and widespread Beross multiple stutes, they conld amaunt Yo 4 ¢rimiral
canspiracy to deny legitimate voters their mnstiﬁmonat ¥ights.

In order to itivestigate these serious altegations, I tequest that you provide infoimation

- aboui the data youw have-been using to-challenge-voter registritions, the trafning yourhiave been- - - R i

providing vohinteers to conduct these aotivities; and the mauner in which you have been
determintng-where t deploy your resoutces in select jurisdictions. Given yourmuliiple
Staternents lauding transparency in our nation®s vating process, T trust you will provide the
tequested information as soarras possible,

Inaccilrate Vater Iﬁhallenges in Ohio
There have been numerous reports of indceurate Voter repisiration challgnpes by

wolunteers at the Ohio Voter Integrity Project, & project “cnpowered” by True the Vote. Tor
example, as the Los Angeles Times reported:

¥ Tea Par(w Gmups Wark to Remove Namesfrom Qhits ¥ater Rolls, Los Angeles T:‘ms
(Sept, 26, 2012) (ontine at www.latimes.com/bewsmationworld/nationtla-na-ohiv-veting-fght-
20120927,0,81 1761 story).

3 GPAC Chicago Conference, Meetup.com (wwwimeetup, comiThie9-13-Project-
Chicago/events/61409942/) (aceessed Oct. 3,2012),

* NRA News Interview with Cutherine Engelbrecht, President of True.the Pate, CPAC
Confersnce-Chicags (fune 8, 2012) (online:at wivw.youtube om/watch?w=6abehw¥15x0).
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In Ohio, election records show; one of the-project’s top pridritiss has been to.remove:
callege students from the voter rolls for failure to speeify dorm room numbers. (Asa
group, college students are strongly in Obama’s camnp.)

Voters challenged inolude 284 students at the Qhio State University campos in
Colombus, 116 at Oberlin College, 88 at College of Wooster, 38 at Kent State—and
dezens more: front the University of Cincinnati, Miamj University, Lake Erie Cbllage,
Walsh University, Hiram Colfege, Johu Carrofl University and Telshe Veshiva, 4
rabibinical college inear Cleveland,”

Aceording to the Times repdrt, “So far, every conmiy election board that has reviewed the

-dorm challenges found them {nvalid ™®

. Many of these faulty registration. challeriges have been attributed to poor vesearch
methods and inaceurate isformation, For example, Mary Siegel, a leader of the Ohis Voter
Tntegrity Project, reporiedly signed 422 *Challenge of Right of Persou to Viote? formis based on &
Postal Sgrvice change-of-address registry and submitted them to the Hamilton County elections
board. Bhe withdréw the.challenges after the state declared the postal regisiry tébe insufficient
grounds to challenge voting rights,” :According to Ms. Stege], the Ohia Voter Integrity Project
challﬁnged vater regisirations in 13 counties in Ohio, nine of which President Obama won in
2068.

Arother lender of the Ohifo. projoet, Matlene Hess Kocher, reportediy filed 420 challangss

in Hamilton Coutdy over the last month. These inéluded fulse allegations that eight members of

an Aftican American family were registered to-vote at 1 vavant Jot outside Cinciphat, When

confrented at an elections board hearing about these illegitimate chaflengés, My, Kucher publicly
R

apologized and clairoed that she had *no intesit on of préveriting sotfiebody fom Voting.”

Lut.spite of Hiis deplovabilé record, you personally commersded the work of the Olie Voter
Integrity Project, siating, “This is anextellent example vf Troe e tiwxﬁpcimcd Erassrodty
grougs pushing for transparéncy and accountability fory their focal officials.”®

3 fga'}?g}& ';é}biép&"Wofkia Remove Names from Ohio Vater Rolls, Los Augeles Tings
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'Frue the Vote, Uhia Voler Integrily Project, Empowered by True the Vate, Challengis
Voter Registrations in 13 Ohio-Counties (Sept. 12, 2012) (online at
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Inaccyrate Voter Challengesin Wiseonsin

Prablems with thetactics and met}mdalogws emplayed by your orgarization wepe also
identified in Wxseonsm wheri a True the Vote affiliate known as Verify the Recall reviewed
almost one million signatures on pefitions demanding the revall of Goveéner Scott Walker, The
New York Times reported that *“thovisands of volisnteers heiped enter petition signatures it o
datebase, which was then analyzed by the group's soffware. "

According to the Times, however, a non-partisan state regulatory ageney consisting of six
former state judge appeititees known as the Govemment Accountability Board reviewed True the
Vete’s work and “criticized its methods” for basic errors:

For example: Mary Lee Siith signed her name Mary L, Smith and was deemed
ineligible by the group.,

Signatures deemed “out of state™ included 13 from Milwaukee and three from Madison,

The. group’s software would not recopnize abbreviations, so Wmcbnsm addresses tile
Stevens Point were: flapged if “Pr.” was used an the petition, "

~~fa memorandumrevaluating Tiue-the Vote’s poot record in- Wissonsin, the-Government -~ Gy
Aemunta”bllity Board coneluded that your organization’s results “were significantly less
accurate, complete and relinble than the review and analysis completed by thie G.A:B¥ and
“yould nat have survived legal challenge.™

The Governmenit Accountability Board also found that software devéloped by True the
Vate was flawed, writing:

It is staft"s conclusion that True the Vote’s results are at best flawed becanse of what
st be deseribed as a4 “swict compliance” standard coupled with a ol thatallows
¢riors 10 be multiplied vis the volunteer data entry. These errofs lod to many computer

WWW, tmethevote crgfmws! mawoter-mtegmtyupmjécbemp&wered«by—tme-thavvma»chanenges»
. voter-registiations-it. | 3-chio-countics).

u Lovking, Very Closely; for Voter Fraud, New Yaork Times (Sept. 186, 2012) (online at

www,nytimes.cam/2012/09/1 T/ustpolitics/groups-like-true-the-vote-are-looking-vety-closely-
for-voter-figud, Littni?pagewanted=all),

1,

" 4 Reading Guide tq True the Vote—The Contrpversial Voter Fraud Watchdog, Pro
Publica (Sept. 27, 2012) (online at wwwpropublica. otg/article/a-yeading-guide-to-true-thevotes
tbwoWWarsiaMo‘tmmﬁ'audaWawhdng)
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-determined strikes as the software can oy evalnate the information sntered; so'ifit'was
flawed-or incomplete there was 1o opportunity for defermining validity under a
substantial compliance standard,"*

‘Bimilar Problenrs fnn Other States

‘The problems documetited i Ohio and Wisconsin are similar to thas& identified in other
stats. For exantple, ih North Cardlina, Jay Delancy, who rans:the Voter Inteprity Projevtof
North Caroling, a gtoup he started alter attending  True fo Vote meeting; told the New York
Tines that the group revently submitted the namey-of'30,000 peoplehe claimed were dead, yet
fernginied on 3taté votes rolls:. The Timesalso tepiirted that he 9hﬂlltmged more than 500
tégw’cmd Koters He vialated were net Americah citizens: Aﬂer reviewing these challenpes,

‘North Caroling election officialy refiufed nearlyall of them.

Mareover, Narth Cavolina’s Dirsetor of Voter Registeation, snd Absmttee Voting puhhcly
criticized Truethe Viote's shallenges; stating:

People are converned abvut voter fesud, but ... we arénot finding evidence of
(sych fraud). The Vater Integmy Project lias not brought forth any information to
shiow thiat spreorie is yoting in ths nase of another;, ahd I think eitizens in Notth
:ﬂamlma ficed to:bé aware of that, 1®

Sirilarly, Election Integrity Maryland, adother stafewide initiative “empowered™ b}f True
the Vate; seportedly fled 11,000 challenges this yearwith local Maryland électionbontds,”’
Amopg these challenges; the group filed a requast ta review registration fecords with the
Maryland Board of Blections on August 30,2012, affegifiz that *it found several potential dead

¥ Government Accoentability Board, Verdfy the Recall / True the Vote Recall Petition
Analysi (May 15, 2012) (online at www.dosumenteloud, org]dammentsf43935?-wmcmsxmgab-
true-the-vote-analysis htinl#tdocumenty27/574485).

L Looking Very Clasely, fir Voter Fraud, New York Tiines (Sept. 16, 2012) (gnline at
www.aytinescam/2012/0971 ’Mnslpalmssfgrdup-q‘-lﬂ(ﬂ»u*uﬁ-ﬂwvuteuam-loaki‘ng-Vety-clusely-
for—voter-zl’raud Yot Ppagewanted=all}.

'8 Vorer ED Fights Conttrue tn Presidential Battleground States, Katisas City.com (Sept.
24, 2012) (ontinie at Wi Kinsaseity.com/2012/09/24/3 830940/voterid-fights-continesin-
presx&entiahhtml#ﬁtatylmkﬁ-epy)

" Deait People Voted arid Regitered to Vot, Watchdog Group Finds; Hundeds of
Deceased Sill on Rolls, Marylandﬂapormr.com (Bept. 30, 2012) fonlitic 4t
www, indrylandeeporter. com/ZO12/09/30fdead—pet&tplc:-votedvand-tchstcmd-&n—vote—watchdoy
group<finds-hundreds-of-deceased-stilor-the-rotsfinzz28908Tqtz),
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‘voters, voters who registered after they had died and & living Maryland resident who hag been
voting twice in elections for years.™

Maryland's Director of Voter Registration has reported to Committee staff that, after
investigating claims in the article, information provided by the organization “was determined to
be inaccurate.” Anothier state election official also reported that one of the leaders of Election
Integrity Maryland recently called the Board of Elections to apologize for maceurate press
reports that the group believes mischaracterized its voter registration chillenges,”

Logal and state election officialy in Maryland have also “questioned some of the research
methods used by Election Integrity such-as newspaper ohituagy notiees, which is an unasceptable
form of death verification under:state law, and Facebook.”” Tn addition; Maryland electioh
officials report that “they’ve reviewed the challenges and that most of the i mconststcnc;es can be
explained, or that they dor’t have enough information to take someonie off the rells.**! With
respect to the volume of voter registration ehailenges submitted by the group, Maryland election
officials “say those numbers dre way overblown.”

Request for Documents and Information

In urder to examine why your organization appears to be responsible for s many &
llegitimate voter-vegistration challenges, T request that you provide the-following information-
and décuments:

(1)  alist of'all individual voter wg:sfmtmn challenges by state, county, and precinct
submitted to governmental election entities, inchuding eorrespondence and
detertninations'by election officials relafing to.each challenge;

B i

19 Telephone Call with Deputy State Administrator and Director of Voter Registration,
Maryland State Board of Elections, and Derocratic Staff, House Committee on Oversight and
Goverhrent Refonn (Oct. 4, 2012).

* Dead People Voted and Registered to Votg; Watchdog Group Finds;, Hundreds of
Deceased Stillor Rolls, MarylandReportet.com. (Sept, 30, 2012).

2l Teq Party Spawns New Bffort Against Voter Fraud, National Public Radio (Mar. 13,
2012) (online at www.npr.orglf2012/03/13/148518795ea-party-spavins-new-sffort-against-
voter-fraud).

2 1,
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copiesrof all letters sent o states; counties; or other entitiesalleping non-
complianige with the National Voter Registration Aot for fuiling to conduct vater
registration list maintenarice prior to the November elections;

n list of vater registration rolls by state, couttty, and precioct that True the Vote is
currently reviewing for potential chatienges;

copiel of all traiiiing materials used for volusiteets, affiliates, or dther entities;
vopies of computer prograny, rescarch software, and databases used by True the
Vote fo véview voter-registration;

all contragts, dgreoments; and memoranda of understanding betweet True the
Vote and affiliates-or other entities relatiog o the tens of use of True the Vote
research software and databages;

a list all organizations and voluntesr groups that currently have access to Trie the
Vote comipiter programs, résearch software, and databases; and

u list of vendors of voter information, voter registration lists, and other databases
" nsed by True the Vote, its volunteers, and its affiliates.

Please provide these dovuments by Ootober 14, 2012, Thank you for your attention to

this matter,

Sincerely,

¢c:  The Honogable Darvell B, Issa, Chairnian



