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Committee Abandoned Bipartisan Investigation
After White House Refused to Comply

On September 25, 2017, you and I sent a bipartisan letter to the White House Counsel
requesting information about multiple reports that the President's top advisors were using
personal email accounts and private servers to conduct official business. 1
On October 10, 2017, the White House sent a six-paragraph response refusing to produce
the requested documents.2
On October 18, 2017, officials from the White House Counsel's office briefed the
Committee. They reported that several White House employees had come forward and
"confessed" that they failed to forward official records from their personal email accounts to
their government accounts within 20 days, as the Presidential Records Act requires. They
claimed that they were conducting an internal review, but they refused to provide a date by
which the review was to be completed or a commitment to providing this information after they
completed this review.
On October 20, 2017, I wrote to express my concern that the White House was
withholding the information we had requested and "expected the Committee to abandon our
request for some unspecific period of time without a commitment to ultimately provide all of the
information we requested." I urged you to join me in sending a new letter to the White House
insisting on compliance with our request.3
You declined to send a bipartisan follow-up letter. Instead, you wrote to the White
House to accept their refusal to provide any documents. You justified your decision by
expressing your hope that the White House would come back to the Committee after it
completed its internal review. You wrote:
Finally, these officials acknowledged there was an ongoing review related to information
requested by the Committee on September 25. It was also brought to our attention that
certain allegations of recordkeeping noncompliance are under review, and when the
review is completed your office will be following up with the Committee in response to
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