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March 16, 2018 

The Honorable Mick Mulvaney 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C., 20503 

Dear Director Mulvaney: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

I am writing to request that you reverse your decision to withhold from Congress copies 
of downsizing plans that you and President Donald Trump required each federal agency to 
submit to your office by last September. Your new claim that these plans are now considered 

"deliberative" contradicts your own promises of openness and transparency and prevents 
Congress from fulfilling our core responsibility to fully evaluate federal agency reorganizations 
and the budget proposal submitted by the President last month. 

Your New Claim That Agency Downsizing Plans Are "Deliberative" 

On December 19, 2017, I sent a letter asking you to produce "copies of the final 
downsizing plans that the Trump Administration directed each agency to submit to the Office of 
Management and Budget (0MB) by the end of September." 1 I noted that President Trump 
issued a memorandum on January 23, 2017, directing you and the Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management to "recommend a long-term plan to reduce the size of the Federal 
Government's workforce tlrrough attrition."2

On February 16, 2018, you sent a new letter declining to produce any of the downsizing 
plans, now claiming that they are "deliberative": 

[T]hose agency submissions are not end products of the process called for by the
President and detailed in the 0MB Memorandum. The deliberative process within the

1 Letter from Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings, House Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, to Director Mick Mulvaney, Office of Management and Budget (Dec. 19, 2017) ( online at 
https ://democrats-oversight.house. gov/ sites/ democrats. oversight.house. gov/files/ documents/2017-12-
19 .EEC%20to%20Mulvaney-OMB%20re%20Agency%20Reorganization. pdt). 

2 President Donald J. Trump, Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies (Jan. 23, 
2017) ( online at www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/23/presidential-memorandum-regarding-hiring­
freeze). 










