October 5, 2020
Dr. Robert R. Redfield
Director
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA 30329
Dear Director Redfield:
We write to request that you use your authority under section 361 of the Public Health
Services Act to issue a nationwide moratorium on drinking water shutoffs, because access to
clean water is essential to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 1
With over 7 million coronavirus cases in the United States and over 200,000 lives lost,
the coronavirus remains a major public health threat in this country. 2 Numerous public health
officials, including yourself and other officials from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), have stated that access to clean water is essential to stopping the spread of the
coronavirus. For example, in March CDC recommended washing hands for at least 20 seconds
with soap and water to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 3 In addition, during a hearing
before the Committee on Oversight and Reform on coronavirus preparedness and response, you
testified about the importance of people washing their hands in order to stop the spread of the
disease. 4 Public health officials continue to recommend hand washing to prevent and slow the
spread of the coronavirus. 5 In fact, you reiterated last month that hand washing, along with
mask-wearing and social distancing, could bring the virus “under control.” 6
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At this crucial time, there is no national moratorium on water shutoffs to ensure that
every American has access to clean water. Although several states acted at the beginning of the
pandemic to implement moratoriums on water shutoffs, many of these state moratoriums have
expired or will expire in the coming weeks. For example, moratoriums have recently expired in
Illinois, North Carolina, and Maryland. As a result of these and other expirations of water
shutoff moratoriums, over half of the United States’ population is currently at risk for water
disconnection. 7
Just as CDC acted to ensure that Americans are protected from evictions, access to water
in each person’s home is also essential to preventing the spread of the coronavirus and allow
people infected with the virus to isolate without the need to come in contact with other persons in
order to bathe or drink water. 8 For the above reasons, the Subcommittee urges you to order a
nationwide moratorium on water shutoffs under section 361 of the Public Health Services Act.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Subcommittee staff at
(202) 225-5051. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

____________________________
Harley Rouda
Chairman
Subcommittee on Environment
cc:

____________________________
Rashida Tlaib
Vice Chairwoman
Subcommittee on Environment

The Honorable Mark Green, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Environment
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