February 9, 2022
The Honorable David S. Ferriero
Archivist of the United States
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001
Dear Mr. Ferriero:
The Committee is seeking information about the 15 boxes of presidential records that the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) recently recovered from former
President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence. I am deeply concerned that these records were not
provided to NARA promptly at the end of the Trump Administration and that they appear to
have been removed from the White House in violation of the Presidential Records Act (PRA). I
am also concerned by recent reports that while in office, President Trump repeatedly attempted
to destroy presidential records, which could constitute additional serious violations of the PRA.
The PRA preserves the records made by a sitting president, while giving legal ownership
of those records to the American people.1 Congress enacted the PRA in response to President
Nixon’s attempts to destroy presidential records during the Watergate scandal.
President Trump is required not only to preserve presidential records, but to turn them
over to the National Archives at the end of his presidential term. The PRA specifically states:
Upon the conclusion of a President’s term of office, or if a President serves consecutive
terms upon the conclusion of the last term, the Archivist of the United States shall
assume responsibility for the custody, control, and preservation of, and access to,
the Presidential records of that President. 2
On February 7, 2022, the Washington Post reported that former President Trump
improperly removed 15 boxes of records from the White House and transported them to his Mara-Lago residence. These boxes reportedly contained correspondence and letters from world
leaders, including correspondence with North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, and a letter President
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Obama left for his successor.3 The records recovered from Mar-a-Lago also reportedly include
several newspaper clippings. A previous Committee investigation revealed that President Trump
wrote notes on press clippings, which could mean that even those clippings were likely
presidential records.4
On February 5, 2022, it was reported that while in office, former President Trump “tore
up briefings and schedules, articles and letters, memos both sensitive and mundane.”5
Removing or concealing government records is a criminal offense punishable by up to
three years in prison. Former National Security Advisor Sandy Berger, for example, was
prosecuted for taking classified documents from NARA. 6 Former President Trump and his
senior advisors must also be held accountable for any violations of the law. Republicans in
Congress obsessively investigated former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton for her use of a
private email server for official communications. Former President Trump’s conduct, in
contrast, involves a former president potentially violating a criminal law by intentionally
removing records, including communications with a foreign leader, from the White House and
reportedly attempting to destroy records by tearing them up.
In order for the Committee to examine the extent and impact of former President Trump’s
violations of the PRA, please provide responses to the following requests by February 18, 2022:
1.

Did NARA ask the representatives of former President Trump about missing
records prior to the 15 boxes being identified? If so, what information was
provided in response?

2.

Has NARA conducted an inventory of the contents of the boxes recovered from
Mar-a-Lago?

3.

Please provide a detailed description of the contents of the recovered boxes,
including any inventory prepared by NARA of the contents of the boxes. If an
inventory has not yet been completed, please provide an estimate of when such an
inventory will be completed.

National Archives Had to Retrieve Trump White House Records from Mar-a-Lago, Washington Post
(Feb. 7, 2022) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/02/07/trump-records-mar-a-lago/).
3

Committee on Oversight and Reform, Press Release: Committee Chairs Release New Documents
Showing Mar-a-Lago Trio Violated Transparency Law and Improperly Influenced Veterans Policies Under
President Trump (Sept. 27, 2021) (online at https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/committee-chairsrelease-new-documents-showing-mar-a-lago-trio-violated).
4

5

“He Never Stopped Ripping Things Up”: Inside Trump’s Relentless Document Destruction Habits,
Washington Post (Feb. 5, 2022) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/02/05/trump-rippingdocuments).
See e.g., National Archives and Records Administration, Notable Thefts from the National Archives
(online at www.archives.gov/research/recover/notable-thefts.html) (accessed Feb. 8, 2022).
6

The Honorable David S. Ferriero
Page 2
4.

Are the contents of the boxes of records recovered by NARA undergoing a review
to determine if they contain classified information? If so, who is conducting that
review and has any classified information been found?

5.

Is NARA aware of any additional presidential records from the Trump
Administration that may be missing or not yet in NARA’s possession?

6.

What efforts has NARA taken, and is NARA taking, to ensure that any additional
records that have not been turned over to NARA are not lost or destroyed?

7.

Has the Archivist notified the Attorney General that former President Trump
removed presidential records from the White House? If not, why not?

8.

Is NARA aware of presidential records that President Trump destroyed or
attempted to destroy without the approval of NARA? If so, please provide a
detailed description of such records, the actions taken by President Trump to
destroy or attempt to destroy them, and any actions NARA has taken to recover or
preserve these documents.

The Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight committee of the
House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under
House Rule X. In addition, House Rule X states that the Committee on Oversight and Reform
has jurisdiction to “study on a continuing basis the operation of Government activities at all
levels, including the Executive Office of the President.”
An attachment to this letter provides additional instructions for responding to the
Committee’s request. If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact the
Oversight Committee staff at (202) 225-5051.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

__________________________
Carolyn B. Maloney
Chairwoman
Enclosure
cc:

The Honorable James Comer, Ranking Member

