September 30, 2020
Members of the Committee on Oversight and Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Colleague:
Last year, the Committee on Oversight and Reform launched one of the most
comprehensive and in-depth investigations of drug price increases that Congress has ever
conducted. Initiated by then-Chairman Elijah E. Cummings as our first investigation of the
116th Congress, the Committee sent letters on January 14, 2019, to some of the largest and most
profitable drug companies in the world. These letters sought a broad range of documents and
information regarding price increases, executive compensation, and strategies the companies use
to limit competition and maximize profits.
Based on dramatic price increases over many years, Chairman Cummings made this
sweeping investigation a top priority. He explained:
For the past decade, I have been trying to investigate the actions of drug companies for
all sorts of drugs—old and new, generic and brand-name. We have seen time after time
that drug companies make money hand over fist by raising the prices of their drugs—
often without justification, and sometimes overnight—while patients are left holding the
bill.
After Chairman Cummings passed away in October 2019, we continued to aggressively
pursue this investigation, repeatedly pressing the companies for documents and information in
response to the Committee’s requests.
As a result, the Committee has now reviewed more than a million pages of documents.
Many of these documents are internal corporate strategy documents and communications among
top executives that provide significant new insights into how and why drug companies keep
increasing their prices so dramatically. The Committee has given each company an opportunity
to explain the context and significance of these documents as we determined which to release to
the American public.
This week, in conjunction with our hearings with drug company CEOs, I will begin
releasing a number of staff reports describing these documents and explaining in detail the
following key findings based on our review:
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•

At the broadest level, the Committee’s investigation shows that although drug
companies make products we all need for our health and well-being, their
skyrocketing price increases are simply unsustainable going forward.

•

The Committee’s investigation also reveals new details about the specific tactics
drug companies are using to raise prices, maximize profits, and suppress
competition among other companies.

•

Finally, the Committee’s investigation demonstrates that drug companies are
taking full advantage of the federal law that currently prohibits Medicare from
negotiating directly with drug companies to lower prices. The drug companies
are bringing in tens of billions of dollars in revenues, making astronomical profits,
and rewarding their executives with lavish compensation packages—all without
any apparent limit on what they can charge.

One of the key legislative reforms being considered by Congress is to finally allow
Medicare to negotiate directly with drug companies to lower prices. On March 8, 2017,
Chairman Cummings went to the White House with Committee Member Peter Welch to meet
with President Trump, to present their draft legislation to implement this change, and to seek his
support for their legislation.
They were hopeful because President Trump, as a candidate and as President-elect, had
promised that Americans could save hundreds of billions of dollars if Medicare were allowed to
negotiate directly with drug companies. “We don’t do it,” the President said. “Why? Because
of the drug companies.” He said the U.S. must “create new bidding procedures for the drug
industry.” He added: “Pharma has a lot of lobbies and a lot of lobbyists and a lot of power, and
there’s very little bidding on drugs.” He pledged to create a “fair and competitive bidding
process” that would result in prices “coming way, way, way down.” He also warned that the
pharmaceutical industry is “getting away with murder.”
According to a statement from Chairman Cummings after the White House meeting,
President Trump “seemed enthusiastic about the idea” and pledged to work together. However,
despite numerous good faith efforts by Chairman Cummings to follow-up, President Trump
never responded again. Instead, he abandoned his commitment to work jointly on this issue.
On December 12, 2019, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 3, the Elijah E.
Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act, landmark legislation that includes the key provision to
allow Medicare to negotiate directly with drug companies to lower prices. Unfortunately, this
legislation has languished as President Trump openly opposed it and Senate Republicans refused
to schedule a vote. The White House issued a statement opposing the legislation, declaring, “If
H.R. 3 were presented to the President in its current form, he would veto the bill.”
Instead of supporting H.R. 3, taking on the pharmaceutical industry, and giving Medicare
the authority to negotiate directly, President Trump appointed former pharmaceutical industry
executives to key health care positions, including Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex
Azar and former Director of White House Domestic Policy Council Joe Grogan. Mr. Grogan,
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who met with drug company executives on multiple occasions, led the Administration’s
opposition to H.R. 3, even penning an op-ed opposing the legislation a week before it was passed
by the House of Representatives.
Now, as the November election draws near, President Trump is scrambling to create the
impression that he is addressing a problem he has failed to take on for the past four years. But
his actions—such as claiming he will send seniors a “$200 drug discount card” for medications
that cost tens of thousands of dollars per month, or approving a “demonstration project” after
failing to reach a voluntary deal with the pharmaceutical industry—are deficient and
inconsequential, according to experts.
The bottom-line is that, as a result of the President’s decision to go back on his campaign
promise, drug prices have continued to skyrocket over the past four years. A recent report found
that drug companies have raised the list prices of more than 600 single-source brand name drugs
by a median 21.4% between January 2018 and June 2020.
My hope is that these hearings and staff reports will shed additional light on this problem
and spur the President and the Senate to finally act on H.R. 3. While the current trajectory of
drug prices rewards corporate executives handsomely, it is not sustainable for the American
taxpayers or American families.
Sincerely,

____________________________
Carolyn B. Maloney
Chairwoman

