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I was seventeen when then Senator Robert F. Kennedy- father of 10 children at the time 
- traveled to the Mississippi Delta to see firsthand the hunger and poverty experienced by the
families and children there. He was inspired to do so by congressional testimony from civil
rights lawyer Marian Wright (Edelman), the founder of the Children's Defense Fund and the first
African American woman admitted to the Mississippi Bar. The images of RFK's tour were
searing. They left an indelible mark on our national discourse on poverty and showed the nation

the faces of people who are all too often forgotten.

More than 50 years later, we are revisiting Marion Wright's testimony, but this time in 
the face of the Trump Administration's assault on the poor. Today we commence a series of four 
hearings that will lay bare the Trump Administration's attempts to gut regulations and programs 
that protect the health and welfare of our nation's children. This hearing, in particular, will 
examine what it means to experience pove11y in America, explore the inaccuracy of the federal 
govenrn1ent's current and proposed measures of poverty, and consider our government's 
responsibility to help Americans struggling to break free from the cycle of poverty. Specifically, 
we'll look at how a recent Trump Administration proposal to recalculate the poverty tlu·eshold 
would make the pove11y line less accurate and deprive hundreds of thousands of children access 
to critical healthcare and nutrition benefits. 

In May 2019, the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) published a proposal to 
change the inflation index used to calculate annually the poverty threshold. While a switch to a 
different cost of living adjustment may seem like a small technicality, the ripple effects of this 
proposal would be tremendous. If 0MB elected to use a Chained-Consumer Price Index (CPI), 
for example, the poverty line's growth would slow by about 0.2 percentage points a year. 

As you can see in the graphic on the screen, if the Administration moves to a chained 
price index, by 2030, the pove11y line for a family of four would be $691 lower than it would be 
using the existing inflation index. Over time, the impact of using the Chained-CPI to calculate 
the pove11y threshold compounds, prompting catastrophic impacts on families and children who 
rely on the social safety net to access food, healthcare, and, eventually, escape poverty. While a 
$691 reduction to the poverty line may sound like a modest impact, it is not. 










