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It is now been nearly two decades since the United States came under attack on
September 11, 2001. For all of us who remember that fateful day, the images of planes
crashing into the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and Shanksville, Pennsylvania, will
forever be seared in our memories.
It is also important to remember that in the weeks and months that followed, our
Nation deployed tens of thousands of our active military, National Guard and Reserves,
while tens of thousands of civilians stepped forward to enlist in the military or join the State
Department and other government agencies to serve their country. In total, the United States
deployed over a hundred thousand uniformed servicemembers to Afghanistan to take the
fight to al Qaeda and the Taliban to defend our homeland and bring those responsible to
justice.
Of particular note, to support our operations in Afghanistan, the United States
established Camp Stronghold Freedom at Karshi-Khanabad Air Base in Uzbekistan, also
known as K2.
While K2 had been previously occupied by the Soviet Army during their incursions
into Afghanistan in the 1980s, the base - which is about 100 miles from the Afghan border became operationally and strategically critical to the U.S. mission in Afghanistan from 2001
to 2005. It is important to note, especially for the purposes of this hearing, that there is also
evidence that K2 had been contaminated with various toxic chemicals and radiological
hazards by its previous occupants, the Soviet Army.
Servicemembers who deployed to K2 reported seeing, quote, "pond water that
glowed green" and "black goo oozing from the ground." These hazards were reportedly
caused by a prior explosion at a missile storage facility; abandoned fuel and other chemicals;
and sources of depleted uranium.
Exposure to these hazards has reportedly led to cancer and other health problems
among K2 veterans. To make matters worse, despite the evidence, and as numerous K2
veterans have come forward with various cancers-some in advanced stages-and other

