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October 19, 2015

The Honorable John Boehner

Speaker of the House

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Jason Chaffetz

Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Ron Johnson

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Diane Feinstein
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Boehner, Chairman Chaffetz, Chairman Johnson and Senator Feinstein:

On behalf of The Next Step Public Charter School, | am writing to thank those of you who have
provided leadership for H.R. 10, the reauthorization of the SOAR Act, and to express support for
the proposal. | urge both the House and Senate to continue providing these funds to DC
schools.

Over 85,000 students attend District of Columbia Public Schools and D.C. public charter
schools. These numbers have been climbing steadily after suffering four decades of decline.
The improving quality of the educational options we offer families in the District is a primary
reason for this growth.

The SOAR Act has provided valuable resources for these children, resources which have
supported these improvements.
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The Next Step PCS is the oldest charter school in the District and serves a critical function—
educating older, “disconnected” youth who do not find an adequate home in traditional high
schools. We are able to provide tailored instruction with flexible placement and pacing and help
hundreds of youth every year learn English and obtain their GED.

This year, SOAR funds have enabled us to expand our instructional support team with three
coaches who work intimately with teachers to improve classroom instruction for a challenging
and diverse population. This is exactly the kind of educational experiment and intensive
intervention which charter schools are designed to deploy.

Thank you for your support for DC students and families. Please let me know if | can be of any
assistance.

Exgcutive Director
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