American Federation of Government Eﬁi’ploveés (_AFL;CIO)

“Together We Can”

February 2, 2016

The Honorable Jason Chaffetz

Chair, Oversight and Government Reform Committee
U.S. House of Representatives

2157 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

RE: “Examining Federal Administration of the Safe Drinking Water Act in Flint, Michigan”

Dear Chairman Chaffetz:

I 'am submitting the following statement for the hearing entitled, “Examining Federal
Administration of the Safe Drinking Water Act in Flint, Michigan,” scheduled for Wednesday,
February 3, 2016.

Introduction

My name is John J. O’Grady, and I currently serve as the President for Local 704 of the
American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE), representing bargaining unit
employees at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Region 5 Office in
Chicago. I have been with the U.S. EPA Region 5 Office for over 29 years, and have served as a
Project Manager in the Water Division, as a Project Manager in the Pesticides Program, and |
prior to serving as AFGE Local 704 President, I served ten years as a Remedial Project Manager
in the Superfund Division, cleaning up abandoned hazardous waste sites, I fully and completely
endorse the mission of the U.S. EPA, which is to safeguard human health and the environment,

The recent event in Flint, Michigan is an example of politics and protocol at its worst,
when children should have come first. On January 21, 2016, EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy
sent a mass e-mail to all EPA employees, stating among other things, the we need “to elevate
critical public health and/or environmental issues so that we can propetly assess them and ;
respond at appropriate policy and governmental levels” (attached). To say the least, ?
Administrator McCarthy’s e-mail is a ‘dollar short and a day late.” However, at least some of the
employees here at the U.S. EPA Region 5 Oftice believe it to be a bit odd that of this date,
Regional management have said relatively little about Flint, Michigan, to the employees of the
Agency.

General Comments

The American Water Works Association (AWWA) stated on page 10 in its February
2012 report, Buried No Longer: Confronting America’s Infrastructure Challenge, “Investment
needs for buried drinking water infrastructure total more than $1 trillion nationwide over the
next 23 years,” Further, the AWWA emphasized that the “national level investment we face will
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not have properly addressed the lead burden on the children in the community. Estimates of
EPA’s final costs are as high as $150 Million by the time the project is complete. For more
information, please go to: http://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0508142

Summary

When I was in the Water Division in the 1980s, if a manager felt something was not
right, they would do something about it. They would argue for the ‘right’ thing to be done. If
they were somehow stymied, they would find a way to have the information released to the press
or various non-governmental organizations (NGOs), who would then put the appropriate
pressure on the Agency to ‘do the right thing.” Apparently, that doesn’t happen anymore. Thank
goodness Mr. Miguel Deltoral did the right thing, but what about his management? There are
quite a few managers in-between Mr. Deltoral and former EPA Region 5 Regional Administrator
Susan Hedman. Did they believe that policy, politics, and protocol were more important than the
poisoning of the citizens of Flint?

It is a sad point in the history of the U.S. EPA that rather than being an Agency
Americans can count on to protect them, it has not. I believe the answer to this problem will
require a bi-partisan solution including ensuring that the Agency has sufficient staff, more money
in the Safe Drinking Water Act State Revolving Fund, and management that is not only held
accountable, but acts in the best interest of American citizens, not policy, politics, or protocol.

U.S. EPA Region 5 has become too focused on developing enforcement numbers for
reports that go to EPA Headquarters (we call them ‘beans’), so that Regional programs look
g,oocl in the eyes of Headquarters. Could it be that this attitude has blinded some managers to
ignore potential or known violations, simply because those potential problems may not add to
their ‘bean count?’

Respect 1,[3( submitted, 7

{John J. O’Gfa y
President, AFGE Local 704
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