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ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

The Committee currently has certain pending requests for documents and information 
with the Department of the Interior. As the Department transitions to new leadership, I reiterate 
these requests here. For your ready reference, I have attached them hereto. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time" investigate "any matter" as 
set forth in House Rule X. 

Please have your staff contact Melissa Beaumont of the Committee staff at (202) 225-
5074 with any questions about this request. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Chairman 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 

Enclosures 



 

Attachments 
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The hydraulic fracturing rule finalized by the Bureau of Land Management in March 
2015 will impinge on thousands of wells, impose significant costs, and expand federal oversight 
of hydraulic fracturing operations in the West. I As a result, several states, including Utah and 
Wyoming, Indian tribes and other affected parties, have litigated to prevent the rule from being 
implemented? On September 30, 2015, a federal judge in Wyoming granted an injunction that 
blocked the rule on the grounds that BLM exceeded its authority to regulate hydraulic 
fracturing. 3 

Given the controversy surrounding this rule, and the impact that it will have on the West, 
the Committee is reviewing the process by which the rule was made. To assist the Committee, 
please provide the following documents and information: 

1. All documents and communications that comprise the full administrative record relating 
to the hydraulic fracturing rule issued by BLM on or about March 20, 2015. 

2. All documents and communications, including, but not limited to, maps, charts, 
diagrams, photos, logs, illustrations, memoranda, guidelines, orders, instructions, 
regulations, journals, notes, periodicals, studies, proposals, meeting minutes/agendas, 
agreements, reports, contracts, matrices, comments, correspondence, lists, and 
presentations, referring or relating to the hydraulic fracturing rule. 

I Michelle Ye Hee Lee, You can't trust/he numbers on the nf!W ji-acking regs, WASH. POST, Mar. 30, 2015, 
avail able at http://www.washinglonposl.com/b logs/facI -checker/wpl20 15/03/3 O/you-canl -trusl -Ihe-numbers-on-Ihe­
new-rracking-regsl (Iasl visiled Sep. 30, 2015). 
2 Ann Butler, BLMji-acking rule stayed, D URANGO HERALD, June 24, 2015. 
3 Tom M0I1on, Judge Grants Injunction Blocking Fracking in Favor oj Energy Groups, States, Tribe, K2 RADIO 
WYOMING, Sep. 30, 20 IS, available at http ://k2radio.comljudge-granls-injunclion-blocking-rracting-in-favor-of­
energy-groups-states-tribel (last visited Sep. 30, 2015). 
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It is our understanding that much of this information has already been gathered as part of 
the litigation process and we expect that BLM will produce those records promptly. Records that 
BLM has withheld from plaintiffs as privileged should also be produced pursuant to this request. 

Please provide the requested information as soon as possible, but no later than 5 :00 p.m. 
on October 30, 2015. An attachment to this letter provides additional information about 
responding to the Committee 's request. When producing documents to the Committee, please 
deliver production sets to the OGR Majority staff in room 2157 of the Rayburn House Office 
Building and the OGR Minority staff in room 2471 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 
The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all documents in electronic format. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate "any matter" at 
"any time" under House Rule x. 

Please contact Bill McGrath of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 with any questions 
about this request. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Jason Chaffetz 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cnmmings, Ranking Member 

The Honorable Brenda 1. Lawrence, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on the Interior 

Enclosure 

Subcommittee on the Interior 
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