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The Honorable Kirstjen M. Nielsen 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, D.C. 20528 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

We appreciate your leadership of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the 
dedication of the over 240,000 DHS employees who protect our country every day from national 
security threats. With reports that a caravan of 12,000 people from Central America will reach 
our southern border soon, we w1ite to request information about the threat posed by these 
caravans and the work ofDHS to enhance border security. 

Since last year, thousands of individuals have traveled in caravans from Central America 
to the United States. 1 In November 2018, DHS disclosed that over 270 individuals in a caravan 
traveling toward the United States had committed violent crimes-such as aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon, anned robbery, and sexual assault against a child-or known ties to 
violent gangs.2 Some members of the caravans have even used women and children as "human 
shields" in clashes with federal agents in Guatemala,3 and assaulted U.S. law enforcement 
officials with rocks, glass bottles, and other projectiles.4 

Equally alarming is the potential sex trafficking that could occur in these caravans. In the 
last two years, the Immigrations and Customs Enforcement's Homeland Security Investigations 
(HSI) initiated approximately 2,000 human trafficking cases-assisting about 1,000 victims, 
making over 3,000 c1iminal an-ests, and 1,200 convictions.5 In one prior egregious case, HSI 

1 Statement of Commissioner Kevin McAleenan, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Joint Press Conference with 

Northcom, (Oct. 29, 2018), https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/speeches-and-statements/statement-commissioner­

kevin-mcaleenan-us-customs-and-border. 
2 U.S. DEP'T OF HOMELAND SECURITY, MYTH VS. FACT: CARAVAN (2018), https://www.dhs.gov/news/2018/l l /01 
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4 See, Statement of Commissioner Kevin McAleenan, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, on Incident at San 
Ysidro Yesterday Afternoon, (Nov. 26, 2018), https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/speeches-and-statements/statement­

commissioner-mcaleenan-incident-san-ysidro-yesterday; Stephen Dinan, 'Violent Mob' Repelled in Attempt to Storm 
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on Border and Maritime Security of the H Comm. on Homeland Security, 115 th Cong. (2018) (statement of Steve 








