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Committee on Oversight and Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Chairwoman:

We write regarding your April 14, 2020 letter with Chairman Stephen Lynch to President
Trump expressing your concerns over the President’s decision to temporarily withhold U.S.
taxpayer dollars from the World Health Organization (WHO).! Given the acknowledgement in
your accompanying press release—“the WHO has shortcomings that must be corrected”—the
President’s decision was both reasonable and legitimate.? In light of such an admission, coupled
with multiple media reports of WHO’s failures,® we request immediate briefings, and hearings
next month, on the WHQ’s relationship with the Communist Party of China (CCP) and its widely
criticized response to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis.*

The potential misuse of taxpayer dollars is at the heart of the Committee’s jurisdiction,
and we owe it to the American people to evaluate how the WHO has been spending their hard-
earned money. The American taxpayer is the single largest contributor to the WHO, providing
approximately $900 million every two years, ten times greater than China’s contribution.®
Notwithstanding this drastic imbalance in funding, the United States should not support
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organizations that promulgate communist propaganda instead of the facts. Our republic is not
obligated to hand money to an entity that espouses ideals of international cooperation while
furthering the Chinese’s government’s machinations.

Instead of addressing China’s misrepresentations about COVID-19 and the WHO’s
reliance on this Chinese disinformation or focusing on finding bipartisan solutions, you have
continued to use the Committee’s powerful oversight and investigative tools for purely political
purposes. Since the first U.S. case of COVID-19 on January 19, 2020,° you and your
subcommittee chairs have sent letters to companies on a variety of issues including e-cigarettes,’
children’s booster seats,® Talc powder,® bottling of groundwater,*° and infant recliners.!! The one
common theme among the recipients is that each is currently being targeted by the plaintiffs’ bar
in class action lawsuits.*? These letters request proprietary information that, if shared, would give
those trial lawyers an edge in ongoing cases. This is an abuse of the Committee’s Rule X powers.

As you are aware, we are actively investigating China’s propaganda and disinformation
efforts surrounding COVID-19, including the WHO’s reported negligence in the beginnings of
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the crisis.'® Thus far, we have discovered China not only disseminated misinformation
surrounding the origins of COVID-19 but also attempted to depict the CCP as the global leader
in public health.** Much like every failed, communist regime that has come before it, the CCP
wants to convince the world socialism, communism, and authoritarianism are better than
freedom, liberty, and democracy.'®

The WHO parroted the regime’s disinformation on multiple occasions, including denying
human to human transmission of the virus, prolonged naming COVID-19 a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern, chastised efforts to restrict travel, and continued to praise
China as a global leader in public health despite mounting evidence to the contrary.® The
WHO’s inaction and delay undoubtedly cost American lives. For these reasons, we commend the
President’s decision to temporarily pause the WHO’s funding.

We have been in contact with the Ethiopian Embassy regarding a response to the April 9,
2020 letter from Republican Members to the WHO.1” We hope you will abandon your concerted
effort to aid the plaintiff’s bar and join in our efforts to conduct oversight of the WHO. To that
end, and to ensure taxpayer dollars are spent appropriately, we request immediate briefings, and
hearings next month. The WHO and any other entity or country misrepresenting pandemic data
must be held accountable. We look forward to you joining us on this critically important issue.

Sincerely,
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JimJoydan (/ Jody B. Hice
Ranking Member Ranking Member
House Committee on Subcommittee on
Oversight and Reform Government Operations
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James R. Comer Michael Cloud
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Environment Subcommittee on Economic and

Consumer Policy
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Chip E. Roy

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties

cc: The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly, Chairman
Subcommittee on Government Operations

The Honorable Jamie B. Raskin, Chairman
Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch, Chairman
Subcommittee on National Security

The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi, Chairman
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy

The Honorable Harley E. Rouda, Chairman
Subcommittee on Environment
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Glenn S. Grothman
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security




