CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Connress of the United States
House of Representatives
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM

2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WAsHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MaJormy (202) 225-5051
MinoRITY  (202) 225-5074

https://oversight.house.gov

November 2, 2022

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary

U.S Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Mayorkas:

We write to continue our oversight of the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS)
response to the border crisis. Fiscal Year 2022 was an abject failure for border security and
national sovereignty. In fact, it was the worst on record in American history.? This past fiscal
year set records for encounters of illegal immigrants,? migrant deaths,® apprehensions of
suspected terrorists,* and seizures of fentanyl® at the southern border. We cannot endure another
year of the Biden Administration’s failed border policies. We have written DHS fifteen times
this Congress to conduct oversight over the border crisis. Again, we request documents and
information to understand the Biden Administration’s plans, if any, to secure the border.

According to U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the agency made 2,206,436
apprehensions of illegal aliens in Fiscal Year 2022.° These numbers—released late at night on a
Friday—do not even include individuals who evaded apprehension entirely, which are estimated
to be over half a million people.” Hundreds of thousands of these illegal aliens were ultimately
released into the interior of the country.®2 Under the prior administration, Fiscal Year 2019 was a
year in which both Democrats and Republicans declared a crisis at the southern border,® U.S.
Border Patrol encountered less than 860,000 people.’® The Biden Administration, however,
refuses to acknowledge this current, unprecedented and deadly crisis. Vice President Harris even
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claims that the border is “secure” and insists that “[w]e have a secure border in that that is a
priority for any nation, including ours and our administration.”*! This is simply not true.

All available evidence highlights illegal drugs and immigrants streaming across the
southern border every day. For example, seizures of the deadly, China-sourced-opioid,*?
fentanyl, which is responsible for killing thousands of Americans,® have spiked at the southern
border.** Even more evades interdiction entirely as the cartels leverage chaos to overwhelm U.S.
Border Patrol to smuggle in fentanyl undetected between ports of entry.> A record high 856
illegal aliens died at the border in FY22.1® U.S. Border Patrol made 98 apprehensions of
suspected terrorists at the southern border this fiscal year—nearly quadruple the previous five
years combined.!” Over half-a-million individuals are known to have eluded apprehension
entirely. This raises troubling national security implications.!®

The Biden Administration created this crisis. It rolled back or eliminated deterrent-
focused policies that were working to manage the flow of illegal border crossers. It shirked its
duty to enforce the laws of this country to provide a safe and secure border to the American
people. These failures cannot be repeated. To assist Committee Republicans in conducting this
important oversight, please provide the following information, no later than November 16, 2022,
covering the time period January 20, 2021, to the present:

1. All documents and communications regarding any plan within DHS to secure operational
control of the southern border;

2. All documents and communications regarding any plan within DHS to reduce illegal
border crossings;

3. All documents and communications regarding any plan within DHS to reduce the number
of gotaways;

4. All documents and communications regarding any plan within DHS to increase the
seizure rate of dangerous drugs, including but not limited to Fentanyl, on the southern
border; and

5. All documents and communications regarding any plan within DHS to reduce the risk of
terrorist entries.
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Thank you for your consideration of this important issue. To make arrangements to
deliver documents or ask any related follow-up questions, please contact Committee on
Oversight and Reform Republican Staff at (202) 225-5074. The Committee on Oversight and
Reform is the principal oversight committee of the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad
authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under House Rule X. Thank you in advance
for your cooperation with this inquiry.
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