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May 15, 2023

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Mayorkas:

In a memorandum dated April 20, 2023 (Memorandum), you directed the creation of a
Department of Homeland Security (Department) Artificial Intelligence (AI) Task Force.!
Subsequently, during remarks at the Council on Foreign Relations, you said your agency “will
lead in the responsible use of Al to secure the homeland and in defending against the malicious
use of this transformational technology.”>

The Oversight Committee’s Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Information Technology,
and Government Innovation applauds this goal and wants the Al Task Force to succeed.
However, the Subcommittee is concerned by the apparent lack of attention by the Al Task Force
to border security. In fiscal year 2022, more than 2.76 million illegal immigrants crossed the
U.S. southwest border, “breaking the previous annual record by more than 1 million.”® But

while the Memorandum identifies four tasks for the Al Task Force, it does not include the terms
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“illegal immigration,” “irregular migration,” “border patrol agents,” or “border security.
Instead of blaming Congress for a “broken immigration system,”” you could direct the
Department’s Al Task Force to also focus on the southern border and fill a crucial gap in the
government’s current approach to Al

The Subcommittee is also concerned that the Department’s Al Task Force will further
complicate the Administration’s already fragmented approach towards Al governance. The
federal government needs to adopt a unified approach toward Al, one that in theory would
complement the statutorily directed National Institute of Standards and Technology’s Al Risk
Management Framework.® But instead, within the last few months alone, the Executive Branch
has produced or announced disjointed directives including:

' SEC. MAYORKAS MEMORANDUM TO DR. DIMITRI KUSNEZOV, UNDER SECRETARY FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY,
DHS, Establishment of a DHS Artificial Intelligence Task Force (April 20, 2023).

2 Sec. Mayorkas, 2023 State of Homeland Security Remarks: Tackling an Evolving Threat Landscape — Homeland
Security in 2023, DEPT. OF HOMELAND SECURITY SPEECHES (April 21, 2023).

3 Julia Ainsley, Migrant Border Crossings in Fiscal Year 2022 Topped 2.76 million, Breaking Previous Record,
NBCNEWS.COM (Oct. 22, 2022).

4 Supra, n.1

5 Leah Barkoukis, Mayorkas Has a New Definition for ‘Secure Border,” TOWNHALL.COM (May 1, 2023).

¢ PUB. LAW 116-283, NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021, Title LIII - Dept. of
Commerce Artificial Intelligence Activities, Sec. 5301 (Jan 1, 2021).
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e The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy’s Blueprint For An Al Bill Of
Rights to “guide the design, development, and deployment of artificial intelligence (Al)
and other automated systems so that they protect the rights of the American public.”’

e The National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s plan to draft a
report to “inform the Biden Administration’s ongoing work to ‘ensure a cohesive and
comprehensive federal government approach to Al-related risks and opportunities.”

¢ A pending White House executive order “aimed at keeping Al and other technology-
related investments, such as semiconductors and quantum computing, out of China in
order to help the U.S. maintain its competitive edge.”’

To understand how the Department’s Al Task Force will advise the Department’s
response to the crisis on the southern border, and to understand how the Department intends to
harmonize its work with the Administration’s other Al initiatives, the Subcommittee requests a
staff briefing no later than May 25, 2023. To schedule the briefing, or ask any related follow-up
questions, please contact Committee on Oversight and Accountability Majority Staff at (202)
225-5074.

The Committee on Oversight and Accountability is the principal oversight committee of
the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any
time” under House Rule X. Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this inquiry.

Sincerely,

Tns Wleee

Nancy Made

Chairwoman
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Information Technology,
and Government Innovation

cc: The Honorable Gerald Connolly, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Information Technology, and Government Innovation

7 Blueprint for an Al Bill of Rights: A Vision for Protecting our Civil Rights in the Algorithmic Age, OSTP BLOG
(Oct. 4, 2022).

$ David Shepardson and Diane Bartz, US Begins Study of Possible Rules to Regulate Al like ChatGPT, REUTERS
(April 12,2023).

° Peter Kasperowicz, China fumes as Biden plots to starve it of Al investment: ‘Sci-tech bullying,” FOXNEWS.COM
(April 25, 2023).



