
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 5, 2024 
 
The Honorable Antony J. Blinken 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C St., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
 
Dear Secretary Blinken: 
 

The Committee on Oversight and Accountability is continuing its investigation into the 
activities of the office of the Special Presidential Envoy for Climate (SPEC).  Documents 
produced to the Committee reveal that the State Department sought and received feedback from 
leftist environmental groups on the Powering Past Coal Alliance (PPCA) and enabled those 
groups to influence U.S. foreign policy.1  These documents raise significant concerns that 
confidential information related to U.S. foreign policy, energy policy, and national security 
policy, have been shared with these groups, including in off-the-record meetings with Envoy 
John Kerry.2  In light of these concerns, we request the State Department provide a staff-level 
briefing and additional documents and communications regarding the U.S. decision to join the 
PPCA. 

 
At the 2023 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai, United Arab 

Emirates, Envoy Kerry announced the U.S. joined the PPCA,3 a coalition of countries and 
organizations seeking to accelerate a phase-out of coal power generation.4  Envoy Kerry’s call to 
“stop building new unabated coal power plants” harms U.S. energy security.5  In 2023, coal 
supplied roughly 20 percent of our nation’s electricity and over 50 percent of the electricity in 
eight states.6  The PPCA announcement was the latest example of Envoy Kerry and the Biden 

 
1 See STATE-2023-00004-0000725. 
2 See STATE-2023-00004-0000217.  
3 Seth Borenstein, US joins in other nations in swearing off coal power to clean the climate, AP NEWS (Dec. 2, 
2023). 
4 Powering Past Coal Alliance, available at https://poweringpastcoal.org/ (last visited Dec. 18, 2023).  
5 Rich Calder, Biden admin commits to shutting down coal plants in push for green agenda, N.Y. POST (Dec. 2, 
2023).  
6 U.S. Energy Info. Admin., Short Term Energy Outlook, available at https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/ (last 
visited Dec. 18, 2023). Choose Energy, Top 10 states using coal to generate electricity, available at 
https://www.chooseenergy.com/data-center/electricity-sources-by-state/ (last visited Dec. 18, 2023). 

https://poweringpastcoal.org/
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/
https://www.chooseenergy.com/data-center/electricity-sources-by-state/
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Administration taking actions under the guise of climate advocacy that undermine our economic 
health and threaten foreign policy priorities while avoiding congressional scrutiny. 
 

It took Committee requests spanning the 117th and 118th Congresses and the threat of 
compulsory process for the State Department to begin producing documents and 
communications regarding Envoy Kerry’s activities.7  Thousands of documents since produced 
to the Committee contain “off the record” email correspondence, calls, and meetings between 
leftist environmental groups, Envoy Kerry, the SPEC office, and the State Department, including 
PPCA discussions.8   

 
For example, on March 2, 2021, the State Department solicited and received guidance 

from National Resources Defense Council (NRDC) regarding the PPCA.9 
 

 
 
 

 
7 Letter from James Comer, et al., Ranking Member, H. Comm. on Oversight and Reform to John Kerry, Special 
Presidential Envoy for Climate (June 14, 2021); Letter from James Comer, et al., Ranking Member, H. Comm. on 
Oversight and Reform to John Kerry, Special Presidential Envoy for Climate (Oct. 4, 2022), Letter from James 
Comer, Chairman, H. Comm. on Oversight and Accountability to John Kerry, Special Presidential Envoy for 
Climate (Feb. 2, 2023); Letter from James Comer, Chairman, H. Comm. on Oversight and Accountability to Antony 
J. Blinken, Sec’y, Dep’t of State (Apr. 25, 2023).  
8 See e.g., STATE-2023-00004-0000725. 
9 STATE-2023-00004-0000725 (redactions to non-State Department e-mail addresses applied by Committee Staff; 
other redactions made by Department of State). 



The Honorable Antony J. Blinken 
January 4, 2024 
Page 3 of 5 
 

 
 
On April 6, 2021, leftist environmental groups including Sierra Club, E3G, NRDC, 

Solutions for Our Climate, and World Resources Institute submitted a memo to the State 
Department regarding the PPCA.10  Sierra Club called on the U.S. to join the PPCA after State 
Department staff suggested it “would be useful to think through the advantages of ‘align but not 
join’ and ‘align and join.’”11  The nuance of “joining” and or “aligning” with the PPCA 
evidences the State Department evaluating applicable Congressional compliance requirements.12   

  

 

 
10 STATE-2023-00004-0001132.  
11 STATE-2023-00004-0001131 (redactions to non-State Department e-mail addresses applied by Committee Staff; 
other redactions made by Department of State). 
12 See 1 U.S.C. 112b; 22 CFR § 181.4. 
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Documents produced to the Committee also reveal the SPEC office and the State 
Department consult leftist environmental groups on the coal infrastructure of foreign countries.13  
For example, the NRDC advised the State Department on a coal project in an allied country 
where the parties, including allied government officials, “are playing a chicken game, where the 
project owner is expediting construction to extract as much compensation from the government 
as possible and the sunken costs in those projects have gone so high that typical government 
officials are just looking up to the highest-level officials for a definitive decision.”14  These 
exchanges raise concerns as to what information Envoy Kerry and the SPEC office are providing 
to organizations like the NRDC in exchange for this information. The Committee is concerned 
that U.S. government officials providing similar nonpublic information to such groups could 
enable them to provide it to foreign governments for efforts undermining U.S. national and 
energy security.   
 

To understand Envoy Kerry’s activities and the U.S. decision to join the PPCA, please 
provide the following documents and information as soon as possible, but no later than January 
19, 2024:  
 

1. All documents and communications between or among Envoy Kerry, the SPEC office 
representatives, the State Department, and the PPCA, including any correspondence 
confirming commitment of the U.S. to formally join the PPCA;  
 

2. The April 6, 2021 memo submitted by Sierra Club to the State Department, NRDC, 
E3G, Solutions for Our Climate, and World Resources Institute;15 and 
 

3. All documents and communications between or among Envoy Kerry, the SPEC 
Office, the State Department, White House, nongovernmental organizations, or 
foreign government containing any or all of the following terms: 
 

a. Powering Past Coal Alliance; 
 

b. PPCA; or 
 

c. Coal. 
 

 
13 See STATE-2023-00004-0001782; STATE-2023-00004-0001783.  
14 STATE-2023-00004-0001781. 
15 Supra, n. 11; Supra, n.10. 



The Honorable Antony J. Blinken 
January 4, 2024 
Page 5 of 5 
 

Attached are instructions for producing the documents and information to the Committee.  
If you have any questions, contact the Committee on Oversight and Accountability Majority staff 
at 202-225-5074.   
 

The Committee on Oversight and Accountability is the principal oversight committee of 
the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate, “any matter” at “any 
time” under House Rule X.  Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 

   Sincerely, 
 
 
     _________________________                
     James Comer                   
     Chairman                             
     Committee on Oversight and Accountability 
 
 
 

cc:  The Honorable Jamie B. Raskin, Ranking Member 
 Committee on Oversight and Accountability 
 

 
 
 

 


