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September 19, 2024

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M., Chairman
Congress of the United States

House of Representatives

Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus
Pandemic

2157 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-6143

Dear Chairman Wenstrup:

Please see below Dr. Malatras’ responses to your follow-up questions, set forth in your letter
dated September 16, 2024.

Interrogatories

1. Dr. Malatras, to you, was the February 18, 2024 text message from Mr. Cuomo
to you in response to the Select Subcommittee’s invitation for your testimony?

Yes.

2. Dr. Malatras, how did you interpret the content of the February 18, 2024 text
message from Mr. Cuomo to you?

| took it as a type of flare—or signal— alerting me that he was aware that the
House Select Subcommittee had requested that | testify on issues related to the
administration’s handling of the Covid-19 response.

3. Please provide those other text messages to the Select Subcommittee.

This following text message was sent on May 18, 2023, nine months before the
February 18, 2024 text from Governor Cuomo.
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and mean. | am sorry

iMessage

May 18, 2023 at 4:43PM . :
that | was the lightning

Hello Jim, Andrew rod that hurt you. |
Cuomo here. It's been a always knew politics was
long time. | just want you a nasty business but the
to know | think about you level surprised even me. I
often. | am very sorry for hear you are doing well
the pain you went and if there's anything |
through. It was unfair can ever do to help you
and mean. | am sorry of course | will. | know it
that | was the lightning hurts. Just remember life
rod that hurt you. | has chapters and how
always knew politics was we end the last one is
a nasty business but the how we begin the next
level surprised even me. | one. getting knocked on
hear you are doing well your ass hurts but it's the
and if there's anything | getting up thgt makes
can ever do to help you the man. Again I'm sorry
of course | will. | know it to of been the source of
hurts. Just remember life your pain. Best regards.

has chapters and how
+ -

4, Dr. Malatras, have you been contacted by Mr. Cuomo since your May 20, 2024
interview before the Select Subcommittee?

Yes.
a. If yes, when?

On July 15, 2024, Governor Cuomo called me around 8:24am. | couldn’t talk at
the time because | was on an Amtrak train with poor cellular service. | then
received a text from Governor Cuomo to call him. Since it was a direct request to
talk and since | had already testified before the committee, | felt comfortable
enough calling him back. We spoke a little after 5pm on that day for about a half
an hour. It was the first time we had spoken directly since the fall of 2020 or
early 2021 —though | believe at that point (in 2021) we were only on group calls.
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Yes.
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Mon, Jul 15 at 8:25AM

Hello my friend, Andrew
Cuomo here. Give me a
buzz when you get a
chance please . nothing
urgent. | hope all is good
with you.

Hi Governor, I'm on the
train right now with

spotty reception so | will
call you later.

Delivered

Great | will be around
this afternoon. Thank
you.

If yes, did Mr. Cuomo discuss issues related to the Select Subcommittee?

i If yes, what topics?

Governor Cuomo started the call by mentioning he would be testifying
publicly in front of the House Select Subcommittee. As part of the
conversation he spoke about nursing homes, specifically describing how
the story in New York was much better than | even knew it to be and
mentioned several facts and datapoints to demonstrate his point. | don’t
recall the exact details of the facts or datapoints but recall generally that
he mentioned that New York’s nursing home numbers in comparison to
other states were even better than first thought.

If yes, how did you interpret the phone call?

For the portion of the call regarding the Select Subcommittee, | interpreted the
call as an effort to make me aware of the positive information about which he
intended to testify. | only listened and did not respond to his discussion on
nursing homes, because | was uncomfortable having to potentially contradict or
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disagree with Governor Cuomo on the call, or somehow prejudicing the
upcoming Select Subcommittee hearing by discussing it at all.

Sincerely,
V4 /( ot

A

Michael J. Connolly
Attorney for Dr. James Malatras

#65193606



