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February 3, 2025

Ms. Katherine Maher

Chief Executive Officer and President
National Public Radio

1111 North Capitol Street NE
Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear Ms. Maher:

The Subcommittee on Delivering on Government Efficiency (Subcommittee) is planning
a hearing on federally funded radio and television, including its systemically biased content. The
Subcommittee is concerned by National Public Radio’s (NPR) blatantly ideological and partisan
coverage and looks forward to your participation in our upcoming hearing. The Subcommittee
seeks to better understand NPR’s position on providing Americans with accurate information.
Please provide the Subcommittee with your availability to testify at a hearing during the week of
Monday, March 3™ or the week of Monday, March 24™.

In October 2020, NPR declined to report on the Hunter Biden laptop story, saying, “[w]e
don’t want to waste our time on stories that are not really stories, and we don’t want to waste the
listeners’ and readers’ time on stories that are just pure distractions.”* When you were the CEO
of Wikipedia in 2022, you said during a TED Talk that “our reverence for the truth might be a
distraction that is getting in the way of finding common ground.”? Further, in April 2024, you
seemed to dismiss criticism calling for NPR to make its reporting fairer and more balanced.?
Your statement came after long-time NPR senior business editor Mr. Uri Berliner criticized its
reporting:

There’s an unspoken consensus about the stories we should pursue and how
they should be framed. It’s frictionless—one story after another about
instances of supposed racism, transphobia, signs of the climate apocalypse,
Israel doing something bad, and the dire threat of Republican policies. It’s
almost like an assembly line.*

1 NPR Public Editor (@NPRpubliceditor), X, (Oct. 22, 2020, 10:15 AM), available at
https://x.com/NPRpubliceditor/status/1319281101223940096?lang=en.

2 Tim Hains, NPR CEO Katherine Maher: A Reverence For The Truth Might Be Getting In The Way Of Getting
Things Done, REALCLEAR PoLITICS (Apr. 17, 2024).

3 Letter from Katherine Maher, Pres. and CEO, Nat’l Pub. Radio, to Nat’l Pub. Radio Staff (Apr. 12, 2024).

4 Uri Berlinger, I've Been at NPR for 25 Years. Here’s How We Lost America’s Trust, THE FREE PRESS (Apr. 9,
2024).
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As an organization that receives federal funds, both directly and indirectly through its
member stations,® NPR’s reporting should serve the entire public, not just a narrow slice of like-
minded individuals and ideological interest groups.

This hearing is an opportunity for you to explain to Congress and the American people
why federal funds should be used for public radio—particularly the sort of content produced by
NPR.

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight
committee of the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any
matter” at “any time” under House Rule X.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

Sincerely,

Chairwoman
Subcommittee on Delivering on Government Efficiency

cc: The Honorable Melanie Stansbury, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Delivering on Government Efficiency

5 See Public Radio Finances, NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO.



